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Key West Trio brings island flavored pop music

By Amanda Savio
Rgcord-Journal staff Part Of an

occasional series
arrotheads, take note: there’'s &
PConnecticut band that caters to your All the members pointed out that a lot o
musical tastesthe Key West Trio.  other bands have used sequences, lil
The trio plays primariidimmy Buffett and QueenandBoston, and believe that some
Beach Boystunes, what guitarist andcurrent acts totally rely on technology tc
vocalistEd Gerosacalls “island flavored replace talent. “Today, you get a keyboar
pop music.” you get a computer, and you don't have ti;
“The Caribbean beat is more laid back andave the instruments live on the stage,” sa
relaxed,” said keyboardist and vocalistn  Tom. &
Violante. “There’s a huge Parrothead That's hotto saythatthey don’t appreciat# !
following out there. There are really noany of the music out there. Violante cite
Buffett tribute bands,” said the New Haverteen fave$iansonas a truly talented group,
resident. and Joe like&reen DayandMatchbox 20.
But don’t expect strictly Buffett music if “But a lot of what you're seeing now is ad
you see theKey West Trio. They also repeat of what we're doing,” he said.
include a sprinkling of Beach Boys and other And the band finds that it's a younge
50s and 60s tunes to keep it interesting. crowd that comes to appreciate their music, g
The Key West Trio is made up of three As The Shags,playing just 50s and 60s/ ¥
area musicians: Gerosa, who is fronmusic, “It was a very narrow audience,” saidoe Zukowski, “Key West Trios drummer.
Wallingford; Violante, from New Haven; andViolante, adding that
Joe Zukowski of Northford, as drummer. they would primaril
Area fans may remember Violante, Gerosaraw older audience
and Zukowski as members of the locallyNow, as a result of thw-- ]
popular groupThe Shagsfounded in New Buffett songs, they se, = ——=¥-
Haven in the sixties. lots of teenagers an:- 3 ey
Though they now have three membersollege students. -.:,-"'
“The trio thing kind of stuck,” said Violante. All the members = i
“We were not opposed to having mordave been playing. e
players.” music since the GO
Joe joked that it has always been thasnd are doing what the Ll
when there are four people in a band, tHeve. They are al-
unrecognizable one is the drummer. “It hasngmployed at othe
changed,” he said. daytime jobs and sai
They don’t always play as a tribhe Key they do not look at th
West Trio is really several bands in one namépcal music scene as t
said Gerosa, sometimes performing as a dooad to wealth. :
or quartet. "We tallor. the sound Tor the ro_om, "YOU'll .never get rich Members of Key West trio from left: Ed Gerosa guitar; Tom Violante,
for the event,” he said. On special occasiondping this,” said Joe. keyboard; and Joe Zukowski, drums.
they add Joe “Cigars” Salvati on lead guitar “It's for enjoyment,” -
and vocals. said Gerosa. “We’re not doingl —
The Key West Trio uses sequences orfor the money. We do it to sprei
computer disks, each one orchestrated atite word and entertain folks wi
played into the computer one at a time bihe great music of Buffett and Tl
Violante, to provide the sounds that their orBeach Boys,” added Violante. {
stage instruments can't. All Violante has to
do is pop a disk into his keyboard, and soon
instruments like maracas, steel drums, andYou can check out théey
organs are part of their songs. Violante salMl/est Trioon the Internet at
it takes up to 10 hours to program each sorgtp://www.keywesttrio.com. %

until perfection is achieved. Their email address is: .
“Modern technology adds to what we arenail@keywesttrio.com. %‘ ;
playing,” said Gerosa. “It allows you to do aor bookings, call g -
bunch of stuff you couldn’t do before,” said203-466-7286. Key West Trio members Ed Gerosa on guitar, left, and Tom

. e J r = Violante, on keyboard, rehearse.
Violante. “It's a studio in a PC, which is

amazing. We can sing our parts live —thatls ~ Photos by Chris French/
what’s important.” Record-Journal




